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What Is an Output Device? 

An output device is a piece of computer hardware that receives data from a 

computer and then translates that data into another form. That form may be 

audio, visual, textual, or hard copy such as a printed document. 

The key distinction between an input device and an output device is that an 

input device sends data to the computer, whereas an output device receives data 

from the computer. 

For example, using a microphone to record a podcast is an example of using an 

input device. Listening to the recorded podcast through a connected speaker is 

an example of using an output device. Both output and input devices are 

examples of auxiliary or peripheral devices. 

Analyzing the Functionality of a Device 

There are four different categories of output device: visual, data, print, and 

sound. Each output device example has a specific history, so here I cover 

specifically how each device works, when it became a part of technology 

history, popular brands on the market selling the device, and a fun fact. 

Examples of Output Devices 

1. Monitor 

2. Printer 

3. Headphones 

4. Computer Speakers 

5. Projector 

6. GPS 

7. Sound Card 

8. Video Card 

9. Braille Reader 

10. Speech-Generating Device 
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Tip 

Drives such as a CD-ROM, DVD, floppy diskette drive, and USB flash 

drive are considered storage devices. 

 

What are the output devices of my computer? 

 

Every computer has a monitor, an audio adapter, and a GPU (either on board or 

discrete). Each of these is an output device. A printer is also very commonly 

used with computers. Depending on the type of computer and how the computer 

is used, other output devices may be used with a computer. The best method of 

determining all of the output devices your computer has is to go through the list 

above. 

Why do computers need output devices? 

 

A computer can still work without an output device. However, you'd have no 

way of determining what the computer is doing. By using an output device, you 

can view and get the results of input from a computer. 

How does an output device work? 

 

An output device works by receiving a signal from the computer and using that 

signal to perform a task to display the output. For example, below is a basic list 

of the steps of how an output device works. 

1. On a computer keyboard (input device), if 

you type "H", it sends (inputs) a signal to 

the computer. 

2. The computer processes the input and 

once completed, sends a signal to a 

monitor (output device). 

3. The monitor receives the signal and 

displays (outputs) the "H" to the screen. 

https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/c/cdrom.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/d/dvd.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/f/fdd.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/j/jumpdriv.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/j/jumpdriv.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/s/stordevi.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/g/gpu.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/o/onboard.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/s/signal.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/k/keyboard.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/i/inputdev.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/i/input.htm
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4. If supported, that "H" could also be 

printed (outputted) to a printer, which is 

another example of an output device. 

If no output device was connected to the computer and it was functional, you 

could still type "H" on the keyboard, and it would still be processed. However, 

you'd be unable to see what happened or confirm the input with no output 

device. 

Note 

An output device does not send anything back to the computer. So, in the case 

of the monitor, a computer sends a signal without knowing if it was received. If 

an output device sends information back to the computer, it's considered 

an input/output device. 

 

What is the difference between input and output device? 

 

The main difference between an input and output device is that the input device 

transfers data to the computer, whereas the output data receives data from the 

computer. 

For example, the content is fed into the computer through an input device called 

a keyboard, and one can read it on an output device called a monitor. 

Input devices are necessary for the computer to operate, whereas output devices 

can be optional. 

 

https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/i/iodevice.htm

